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IT WAS one of the biggest
storms Grafton has seen,
and for Jan McGill, it started
when she heard a noise
coming from the upstairs of
her office at the Grafton
Industrial Village.

"l went upstairs to see
what the noise was, and the
hailstones were coming
straight at the windows,
and as | was standing there
one of the windows broke
right in front of me.

"It didn't go for long, 20
minutes or so and because
the tower is tall, you could
hear the glass falling as it
was smashed. After the
storm finished the
hailstones were lying
everywhere and the glass
was falling so we had to
close off the whole area.”

With glass still falling

BROKEN WINDOWS: Les and Jan McGill in front of the brewery
tower just days after the storm in December.

A ferocious storm
unlike any before
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from the tower, Mrs McGill
called their insurance broker
to see what could be done.

“| called our insurance
broker and just said ‘I need
some help’,” Mrs McGill said.

"Within two hours Rick
and Zac were both here and
doing what they could to
secure the building.”

The pair assessed the
situation, and worked nearly
non-stop for the next 48
hours to make safe the
tenants’ buildings and allow
them to reopen safely.

“That was reinforced
plate glass that was just
smashed,” Mr McGill said.

“It broke all the windows
in the tower, which have
never been smashed for 70
years - that's how ferocious
it was."

After storm

damage, a

repair job so big it
‘stands out from space’

FOLLOWING a massive hail
event in Grafton last Decem-
ber, the Old Tooheys Brewery
Site, a large industrial Com-
plex in North Street, suffered
millions of dollars in damage.

Approximately 18,750sq m
of roofing, made up of Asbe-
stos Super 6 and Steel , as well
as external walls and win-
dows with extensive plate
glass were destroyed.

The complex with over 50
tenants including Australia
Post, CSR Gyprock, Hybrid
Gym and the Jungle Gym — a
children’s entertainment cen-
tre — all received extensive
hail damage.

Following the hail storm,
the rain was almost a daily
event, so local Grafton build-
er Rick Winters together with
Zac Walsh Demolition, a spe-
cialist in asbestos removal
and demolition, spent most
days from early morning until
late making all the buildings
safe. They sealed up hundreds
of roofs.

Thanks to Rick Winters
and Zac Walsh, the damage to
each and every business dur-
ing this time was kept to a
minimum — great work by
this local builder with many
thanks from each and every
business owner.

Michael Martin of CRD
Building Consulting & Engi-
neers, the project managers,
set about the task of rebuild-
ing, following the go-ahead
from David Markwick of
Crawford & Company Pty
Ltd, the assessors for the in-
surance company in March
this year.

Following the call for ten-
ders to replace all the roofing,
guttering and infrastructure,
Bay Building Services, a fam-

ily owned company with
more than 30 years’ experi-
ence within the insurance
building industry in Australia
were selected to carry out the
large scope of works.

Their service offered insur-
ance building repair services
of all sizes and levels of com-
plexity which was comple-
mented by their 24-hour
emergency “make safe” ex-
tensive catastrophe event
management and restoration
services.

They work with a large
number of insurers and adjus-
ters to complete rectification
works following insurable
events. Their national major
projects team have extensive
industry  experience and
knowledge when it comes to
delivering large and complex
projects across Australia, with
offices based throughout the
country.

“ THE

MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR
REPAIR PROJECT CAUSED
BY A NATURAL DISASTER
IS IN THE TOP 10
UNDERTAKEN IN NSW
OVER THE PAST 25
YEARS.

Following their appoint-
ment earlier this year to com-
plete the works at the Old
Tooheys Brewery Complex,
they have set up a temporary
office in Grafton.

The Bay Building Services
team have worked tirelessly
over the past few months on
staged repairs within the
complex, working to min-
imise business interruption

and working around the ex-
isting tenants where possible.

A hygienist was available
on site testing the air for any
asbestos dust and at all times
giving careful consideration
forthestrict regulated safe re-
moval and disposal of the haz-
ardous material throughout
the repairs.

Now we are pleased to an-
nounce that the asbestos

roofing has been replaced
with Accent 35 roofing, all is
now free of Asbestos Super 6,
while the metal roofs have
been replaced with Blue
Scope Steel, supplied by Ken-
walls of Woolongong.

Stuart Waller, director of
Kenwalls was able to utilise
the skills of Glen Ryder of
GJR Sheetmetal and his team
as the fabricators on site.
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Their quality work for the
roofing and guttering assisted
in the repairs being complet-
ed in record time with as little
interruptions as possible.
The Old Tooheys Brewery,
built over 70 years ago pre-
sented logistical challenges
with heritage considerations
and the strict protocol re-
quirements for the removal
and disposal of asbestos and

.
An aerial of the new rqofs at the
Grafton Industrial Estate. Photo:
Adam Hourigan
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how to manage the replace-
ment of the extensive roofing
without having to totally
close each and every business
within the complex down for
three months.

Michael Martin of CRD
Building Consultants & Engi-
neers; Mark Wilson, a major
construction manager; Mick
Rimmer, WHS site safety su-
pervisor of Bay Building Ser-

vices; and Sean of Robb Roof-
ing and Consulting have
achieved a great outcome for
all.

The multi-million dollar
repair project caused by a
natural disaster is in the top
10 undertaken in NSW over
the past 25 years. Work began
in late April and completed
late July 2018, which in itself
must be some kind of a re-

cord. On occasions there
were 12 asbestos removalists
(looking like aliens in their
masks and special outfits) on
site during the work.

Jan and Les McGill wish to
thank all those who worked
on the rebuild, and all of our
tenants for their patience
over the time since the hail
event.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO:

Bay Building Services

Robb Roofing and Consulting

Matt Maguire, Insurance Advisernet

David Markwick of Crawford & Company (Australia) Pty Ltd
QBE Insurance

Michael Martin, CRD Building Consultants & Engineers
Serve Group

GJR Sheetmetal - Grafton

CSR Gyp rock Trade - Grafton

Image Windows & Doors -Grafton

John Walters Electrical & Data Communications - Grafton
Gillespie Plumbing - Grafton

Wicks & Parker - Grafton

Bead man Engineering - Grafton

Hydraulink - Grafton

Maxall Pty Ltd-Containers- Grafton

Michael Rimmer - OH&S officer Bay Building, Jan and Les McGill -

owners of Grafton

Industrial Village, Mark Wilson Director

Construction Manager Bay Building Services look over the repair work.

consultants.

Les McGill with Michael Martin - project manager with CRD building
Photo: Adam Hourigan
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